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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because Figure 1 is upside down. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. 
The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining 
figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional 
replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining 
figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must 
be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the 
next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 
121: 
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I. Claims 1 - 20 and 25 - 27, drawn to demand based messaging, 
classified in class 709, subclass 206. 

II. Claims 21 - 24, drawn to a network connection establishing, 
classified in class 709, subclass 227. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be 
shown that they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have 
different modes of operation, different functions, or different effects (MPEP § 
806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case the different inventions establishing 
a network connection and a processing agent have different modes of operation 
and different functions. 

In an interview on 6/24/05 and a subsequent interview on 9/16/05, Applicant's 
representative Jeanette Harms (Reg. No. 35,537) indicated that Group I was to 
be elected with traverse. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
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the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1 - 20 and 25 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Didcock (U.S. Pat. No. 6,396,907) (Unified Messaging System and 
Method Providing Cached Message Streams). 

4.1 Regarding claim 1 , Didcock discloses a method of providing a fast path 
message transfer agent, the method comprising: 

receiving bytes of a message over a network connection (Abstract 
"streams message data"; Figs. 2, 3; col. 2, lines 20 - 29); 

determining whether the number of bytes exceeds a predetermined 
threshold, wherein if not, then writing the message only to a memory, and 
wherein if so, then writing the message to the memory and a non-volatile storage 
(Abstract; Figs. 2, 3; col. 2, lines 32 - 42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22). 

4.2 Per claim 2, Didcock teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein writing the 
message to the memory and the non-volatile storage includes: 

writing a portion of the bytes up to the predetermined threshold to the 
memory; and storing a remainder of the bytes onto the non-volatile storage 
(Abstract; Figs. 2, 3; col. 2, lines 32 - 42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22). 
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4.3 Regarding claim 3, Didcock discloses the method of claim 2, wherein 
writing the message to the memory and the non-volatile storage further includes: 

determining whether all bytes of the message have been received 
(Abstract; Figs. 2, 3; col. 2, lines 32 - 42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22); 

wherein if not, then receiving additional bytes of the message over the 
network connection (Abstract; Figs. 2, 3; col. 2, lines 32 - 42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22); 
and 

writing the additional bytes onto the non-volatile storage (Abstract; Figs. 2, 
3; col. 2, lines 32 - 42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22); and 

wherein if so, then proceeding to re-route the message (Abstract; Figs. 2, 
3; col. 2, lines 32-42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22). 

4.4 Per claim 4, Didcock teaches the method of claim 3, wherein if the number 
of bytes is less than the predetermined threshold and all bytes of the message 
have been received, then proceeding to re-route the message (Abstract; Figs. 2, 
3; col. 2, lines 32 - 42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22). 

4.5 Regarding claim 5, Didcock discloses the method of claim 4, further 
including: 

accessing the message (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, 
line 21); 

sending the message to each destination (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B; col. 9, 
line 66 - col. 10, line 21); and 
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determining whether the message was received successfully by each 
destination (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 21). 

4.6 Per claim 6, Didcock teaches the method of claim 5, wherein if the 
message was received successfully by each destination, then 

removing the message from the memory and the non-volatile storage, if 
on the non-volatile storage (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B; col. 9, line 66 - col. 10, line 
21); and 

indicating a successful receipt of the message (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B; col. 
9, line 66 -col. 10, line 21). 

4.7 Regarding claim 7, Didcock discloses the method of claim 6, wherein if the 
message was not received successfully by each destination, then 

identifying all failed destinations (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B); 

storing the message on the non-volatile storage (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B); 

and 

indicating a successful receipt of the message (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B). 

4.8 Per claim 8, Didcock teaches the method of claim 7, further including 
retrying the failed destinations after a delay (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B). 

4.9 Regarding claim 9, Didcock discloses the method of claim 8, further 
including: 
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determining whether the message is successfully received by the failed 
destinations, wherein if not, then returning to the step of retrying the failed 
destinations after a delay (Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B); and 

wherein if so, then removing the message from the non-volatile storage 
(Abstract; Figs. 6A, 6B). 

4.10 Per claim 10, Didcock teaches the method of claim 9, further including 
disabling the fast path message transfer agent if a predetermined condition exists 
(Abstract; Figs. 2, 3; col. 2, lines 32-42; col. 3, lines 3 - 22). 

4.1 1 Regarding claims 1 1 - 20 and 25 - 27, the rejection of claims 1-10 under 
35 USC 102(e) (paragraphs 4.1-4.10 above) applies fully. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Kenneth R. Coulter whose telephone number 
is 571 272-3879. The examiner can normally be reached on 5 4 9. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on 571 272-3880. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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